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Saints final Perſeverance vin- 


dicated, Se. 


HE doctrine of the ſaints final per- 
J ſeverance in grace to glory, being 
a doctrine fo fully expreſſed in the 
ſacred ſcriptures, ſo clearly wrote 
there as with a ſun- beam, having ſo large a 
compaſs of proof, as ſcarce any other doc- 
trine has; a doctrine ſo agreeable to the 
perfections of God; and the contrary ſo ma- 
nifeſtly reflecting diſhonour upon them, par- 
ticularly the immutability of God, his wiſ- 
dom, power, goodneſs, juſtice, truth, and 
faithfulneſs; a doctrine ſo well eſtabliſhed 
upon his purpoſes and decrees, his counſel 
and covenant, and which ſo well accords 


with all his acts of grace towards, and upon 
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his people; a doctrine ſo well calculated for 
their ſpiritual peace and comfort, and to 
promote holineſs of life and converſation ; 
a doctrine one would think, that every good 
man muſt w/h, at leaſt, to be true; it 
may ſeem ſtrange, that any man believing 
divine revelation, and profeſſing godlineſs, 
ſhould ſet himſelf to oppoſe it, and call ſuch 
an oppoſition Serious Thoughts upon it, as a 
late writer has done; who has publiſhed a 
pamphlet under ſuch a title, and which 
now lies before me, and which I have un- 
dertook to anſwer, and ſhall attempt to do 
it in the following manner. And it is to be 
hoped, he will think again, and more ſeri- 


oully, and that his latter thoughts will be 


better than his former. 

I ſhall not diſpute his account of ſaints, 
and the characters of them, tho' there are 
ſome things which require diſtinction and 
explanation, He has rightly obſerved, that 
the queſtion about the ſaints falling away, 


is not meant of barely falling into fin, but 


ſo as to periſh everlaſtingly; and therefore, 
he has not produced the inſtances of David, 
Solomon, Peter, and others; which, with 


great impertinence and impropriety are uſu- 


ally brought into this controverſy. He has 
put what he has to ſay upon this ſubject into 
Eight propolitions, which he endeavours to 
confirm by {cripture-authorities. And, 


* | The 


1 
The Firſt is, © That one who is holy or 


« righteous in the judgment of God him- 
te ſelf, may nevertheleſs ſo fall from God, 


« as to periſh everlaſtingly; in ſupport of 
which, he produces Ezek. xviil. 24. but when 
the righteous turneth away from his righteouſ- 
neſs, and committeth iniquity.— In his treſpaſs 
that he hath treſpaſſed, and in his fin that he 
hath finned, in them ſhall he die. Which he 
underſtands of eternal death, as he thinks, 
is evident from v. 26*. But, 1. ſuch a ſenſe 
of the words is contrary to the ſcope and 
deſign of the whole chapter, which not at 
all concerns the perſeverance or apoſtacy of 
ſaints, and neither their ſalvation nor dam- 
nation ; but the ſole view of it is to vindicate 
the juſtice of God, from a charge of puni- 
ſhing the 7 not for their own ſins, but 
the ſins of their fathers, and of injuſtice and 
inequality in his providential dealings with 
them, and has nothing to do with the ſpiri- 
tual and eternal affairs of men. — 2. The 
whole context wholly and ſolely regards the 
houſe of Iſrael, and the land of Iſrael, and 
the conduct of the people of 1ſrael in it, ac- 
cording to which they held or loſt their 
tenure of it, and were either continued in it, 
or removed from it; ſo that it is quite im- 
pertinent to the caſe before us: and this 
writer is guilty of what he calls a fallacy in 
others, in applying that to the ſaints in parti- 
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cular, which relate to the Jeroz/þ church*and 
nation. only, as diſtinguiſhable from all other 
people“, and ſo ſtands ſelf-condemned, — 
3- The righteous man here ſpoken of, is 
indeed called and allowed by the Lord 
himſelf to be ſo; yet that righteouſneſs by 
which he is denominated, only regards him 
as an inhabitant of the land of 1/r-ael, and as 
giving him a title and claim to the poſſeſſion 
and enjoyment of it ; but not as juſtifying 
him before God, and. giving him a title to 
eternal life and happineſs. For this righte- 
ouſneſs is called hig, his own, and not ano- 
ther's, which he himſelf had done, and not 
what Chriſt had done for him, his own in 
which he fruſted; it was a righteouſneſs of 
works, as appears from v. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. and 
not the righteouſneſs of faith; there is not a 
word of faith in the account, nor of the obe- 
dience of Chriſt, nor of the ſanctifying grace 
of the ſpirit; this man don't appear to be 
either a righteous man or a holy man in an 
evangelical ſenſe; wherefore the inſtance is 
quite impertinent. Millions of inſtances of 
this kind will never enervate the doctrine of 
the ſaints perſeverance ; let it be proved if it 
can, that any one that has been made righte- 
ous by the obedience of Chriſt, and has been 
truly and inwardly ſanctified by the fpirit 
and grace of God, ever ſo fell away, as 
everlaſtingly to periſh ; let this be proved, 

and 
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1 
and we have done: As for a man's own 
righteouſneſs and outward acts of Holineſs, 
we allow a man may turn from them and 
be loſt, but not from the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, which is everlaſting, nor from an 
inward principle of grace and holineſs, 
which ever abides.— 4. Beſides, admitting 
that a righteous man in an evangelical ſenſe 
is here meant, tho' it cannot be allowed; 
yet what is here ſaid is only a ſuppoſition, 
which puts nothing in being, and is no 
proof or inſtance of matter of "fact. —And, 
5. the death here ſpoken of, is not eternal 
death, or the death of ſoul and body in 
hell; for this death was now upon them, 
what they were complaining of as wrong- 
fully puniſhed with ; 1t being as they ſuppo- 
ſed on account of their fathers ſins, and not 
their own ; and from which death alſo they 
might be delivered by repentance and refor- 
mation, ſee v. 23, 32. All which cannot 
be ſaid of eternal death; but is to be under- 
ſtood of ſome temporal affliction and cala- 
mity, which 1 in ſcripture is often called a death, 
as in Exod. x. 17. 2 Cor. i. 10. and 11, 23. 
ſuch as captivity, in which the Jes now 
were on account of their fins, and was the 
ſubject of their complaint. Dying in bis ini- 
quity is the ſame as dying for bis iniguity, 
and both in v. 26. ſignify the ſame Hing 
and not two different deaths; which is re- 


peated to ſhew the . of it; and is 
alſo 
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alſo what is meant by the death of the ſoul, 
not of the ſoul only, or of the body only, 
but of the perſon of the ſinner, puniſhed 
with a temporal affliction for his fins; and 
ſo falls ſhort of proving that a truly righte- 
ous and holy man may periſh everlaſtingly. 

The Second propoſition is, that © one who 


« is endued with the faith that purifies the 


e heart, that produces a good conſcience, 
«© may nevertheleſs ſo fall from God, as to 
< periſh everlaſtingly.” In proof of which 
is produced, 1 Tim. i. 19, 20. holding faith 
and a good conſcience, which ſome having put 
away, concerning faith have made ſhipwreck, 
of whom is Hymeneus and Alexander *, — 
But, 1. it does not appear that theſe men 
ever had their hearts purified by faith ; this 
ſhould be firſt proved, before they are pro- 
duced as inſtances of the apoſtacy of real 
ſaints ; the contrary appears in their charac- 
ters; they were ungodly men, and were 
never otherwiſe for any thing that is ſaid of 
them; and after their profeſſion of religion, 
they increaſed and proceeded to more un- 
godlineſs ; they were vain-babblers, oppoſers 
of the doctrines of the goſpel, and blaſphe- 
mers of it, and were never upon the founda- 
tion that ſtands ſure, or were known by the 
Lord as his, ſee v. 20. and 2 Tim. ii. 16, 19. 
and iv. 14, 15.—2. Nor is it clear, from the 
text, that they ever had a good conſcience, 

but 
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but rather that they never had one; putting 
it away does not neceſſarily ſuppoſe they had 
it, but rather that they had it not, they re- 
jecting it with diſlike; as the Jews who 
never had the Goſpel are ſaid to put it away 
when they contradicted, blaſphemed, and 
rejected it, the apoſtle ſays, ye put it from 


you, h ee, the ſame word that is here 


uſed, ye rejected it, caſt it from you, and 


would not receive it, ſo here; had theſe 


perſons ever had a good conſcience, it would 
rather have been ſaid, which ſome having put 
out of them; but they never had it; when it 
was propoſed to them, as the chriſtian re- 
ligion propoſes that a man ſhould exerciſe a 
good conſcience, they diſliked it, and put it 
away, : and would not attend to it, and choſe 
rather' to drop the faith they profeſſed, as 
being contrary to their evil conſciences and 
practices: beſides, perſons may have a good 
conſcience in ſome ſenſe, and as it ſhews itſelf 
by an external behaviour among men, which 
does not ariſe from an heart purified by faith; 
the apoſtle had ſuch an one before he had 
faith in Chriſt, A#s xxiit. 1. tho' it does 
not ſeem as if theſe men had ever ſuch an 
one. — 3. The faith they made ſhipwreck 
of, is not the grace of faith, which it does 
not appear they ever had, but the doctrine 
of faith, the Goſpel ; Tg Ty Tip, concer- 
ning the faith, is a phraſe that is never uſed 
but of the doctrine of faith, ſee As xxiv. 24. 


1 


[ 20 ] 

1 Tim. vi. 21. 2 Tim. wi. 8. This is the 
faith they made ſhipwreck of, denied and 
deſtroyed, or contradicted and blaſphemed, 
as it is explained in the next verſe; and the 
particular doctrine of faith they made ſhip- 


wreck of, erred concerning, and ſwerved 


from, was. the doctrine of the reſurrection 
of the dead, ſee 2 Tim. ii. 17, 18. men may 
profeſs the doctrine of faith and fall from it; 
but this is no inſtance of a man's having true 
faith which prays the heart, and falling 
from God ſo as to periſh. _ 

The Third propoſition i is 5 that „ Thoſe 
© who are grafted into the good olive tree, 
ce the ſpiritual inviſible church, may never- 
e theleſs ſo fall from God, as to periſh 
< everlaſtingly.” To ſupport which, the 
text in Rom. xi. 17.—24. is produced, but 
to no purpoſe.— For, 1. by the olive tree, is 


not meant the ſpiritual and inviſible chock 


of Chritt ; that is the general aſſembly and 


church of the fir/t-born which avere written in 


heaven, and conſiſts only of the choſen, re- 
deemed and ſaved; to which there can be 
no addition, and of which there can be no 
diminution ; no freſh engrafture can be made 
into it, nor any exciſion from it,—But, 2. 
the outward Goſpel church- ſtate, or the out- 
ward ſtate of the church under the Goſpel- 
diſpenſation, the national church of the Jews 
* * and its branches broken, ſee 


Jer. 


4 Serious Thoughts, p. 9. 
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Jer. xi. 16. which ſignify the unbelieving 


Jeus; who becauſe of their unbelief alſo 
were left out of the Goſpel church- ſtate; 
and the few believing Jes were together 
with the Gentiles grafted into that true olive 
tree, the Goſpel- church; and the firſt coali- 

tion was at Autioch.— 3. Thoſe that are ſigni- 
fied by the broken branches, were never true 
believers in Chriſt; and, becauſe of their unbe- 
lief, were broken off; and they were left out 
of the Goſpel- church; they are diſtinguiſhed 
from the remnant according to the election of 
grace among the Jezos, and are the reſt that 
were blinded, ver. 5. 7. and ſo no inſtances 
of the apoſtacy of true believers. — 4. Tho. 
the perſons the apoſtle ſpeaks to were grafted 
into the olive tree, and were holy believers, 
and ſtood by faith, and are threatened in 
caſe they did not behave ſuitable to their 
character and profeſſion, that they ſhould 
be cut off; yet this can only intend a cutting 


off from the outward church-ſtate, in which 


they were, and from the privileges of it; 
and had it took place, would have been no 
proof of their periſhing everlaſtingly. — 5: 
There is a ſtrong intimation, tho' this writer 
ſays there is not the leaſt intimation given, 


that ſuch that were cut off ſhould be grafted 


in again; fince it is not only ſaid, that God 
is able to do it, but that if they abode not iff 
unbelief, it ſhould be done; and the proba- 
bility of it is argued ; and ſo it will be in the 
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latter day, when the Jews ſhall be converted, 
and all 1/ae! be ſaved, ver. 23, 24, 25, 26. 
of which the firſt Jeus that believed in 
Chriſt, were the firſt- fruits and root, ſaid 
to be holy, ver. 16. and ſo were the pledge 
and earneſt of the future engrafture of their 
ple into the Goſpel church- ſtate. Upon 
the whole, this is an inſufficient proof, that 
any belonging to the inviſible church ever ſo 
fell, as to periſh everlaſtingly. Let it be 
proved if it can, that ever any of the church 
of the firſt- born whoſe names are written in 
heaven; that any of that church of which 
Chriſt is the head, whom he loved, gave 
himſelf and died for; that any of that body 
which is the fulneſs of him, that filleth all 
in all; or that any who are baptized by one 
ſpirit into it, and have been made to drink 
of that ſpirit, were ever loſt or did eternally 
periſh. | 
The Fourth propoſition is, that © thoſe 


ce who are branches of the true vine, of 


e whom Chriſt ſays, I am the vine, ye are 


te the branches, may nevertheleſs ſo fall 


8 — nr — ——e 


© from God, as to periſh everlaſtingly. John. 
&© Xv. I, 2, 3, 4, 5- Where it is obſerved, the 
* perſons ſpoken of are branches 2 Chriſt, 


% ſome of which abide not in him, but are 


&« caft forth from him and his church, and 
* are withered, and ſo conſequently never 
te grafted in again, yea caſt into the fire and 


* burned, Wherefore, it is not poſſible for 
« words 


[131 


« words more ſtrongly to declare, that eveti 
ce thoſe who are now branches in the true 
« vine, may yet ſo fall as to periſh ever- 
« laftingly*.” To which I anſwer, that there 
are two ſorts of branches in Chriſt the vine, 
the one fruitful, and the other unfruitful; 
the one are ſuch who were choſen in him 
before the foundation of the world, to be 
holy and happy; and who are truly regene- 
rated by his ſpirit and grace in time, and 
made his new creatures; for i any man be 
in Chriſt, he is a new creature; theſe are 
openly, truly, and ſavingly in him; he is 


the green fir tree to them, from whom all 


their fruit is found; they are rooted in him, 
and receive their life and nouriſhment and 


fruitfulneſs from him, and abide in him, 


and can never wither away and periſh, as is 
clear from the text and context; theſe are 
the branches which the huſbandman, Chriſt's 
heavenly father purges and prunes, that they 
may bring forth more fruit; and theſe as 
they were loved by Chriſt in the ſame man- 
ner as his father loved him, fo they were 
choſen and ordained by him, to go and 
bring forth fruit, and that their fruit might 
remain and ſo not periſh, ver. 2, 9, 16. ſo 


that this parable of the vine and branches, 


furniſhes out an argument for, and not 'a- 
gainſt the perſeverance of the ſaints. The 
other ſort of branches, are ſuch who are in 

2” .. Chriſt 
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World, may yet fall back into thoſe pol- 


241 
Chriſt only by profeſſion; who ſubmit to 
outward ordinances, and get into churches, 


and ſo are reckoned in Chriſt, being pro- 
feſſors of him, and in a church- ſtate; as the 


churches of Judea and Theſſalonica, and 


others, are ſaid to be in Chriſt ; tho' it can't 
be thought, that every individual perſon in 
thoſe churches, were truly and ſavingly in 
him, Gal. i. 21. 1 Thefſ. i. 1. Theſe are 
ſuch who were never rooted in Chriſt, or 
ever received any life, grace, or fruitfulneſs 
from him, and fo are unfruitful branches; 
and in a courſe of time wither away in their 
profeſſion ; and whom the huſbandman by 
one means or another takes away; and who 
are caſt out of the churches into which they 
get, and by which they have a name of 
being in Chriſt, either for their bad prin- 
ciples or practices, or both; and at laſt, as 
chaff are burnt with unquenchable fire; but 
what is all this to real ſaints or true believers 


an Chriſt? no proof at all of their falling and 


periſhing everlaſtingly. 


The F:/th propoſition is, that © thoſe who 
«* ſo. effectually know Chriſt, as by that 
* knowledge to eſcape the pollutions of the 
“ lutions, and periſh everlaſtingly ;” the text 
to prove it is 2 Pet. ii. 20, 21. which this 


writer underſtands of an experimental know- 
ledge of Chriſt, which ſome had and loſt, 
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and fell back into pollutions, and periſhed t. 
— But, 1, it does not appear that the know- 
ledge the perſons in the text are ſaid to have, 
was an inward experimental knowledge of 
Chriſt; had it been ſuch, they could not 
have loſt it; for thoſe who truly and experi- 
mentally know him, ſhall follow on to know 


him; and ſuch a knowledge of him has eter- 


nal life inſeparably connected with it; yea, 
that itſelf is eternal life, and therefore can 
never be loſt, Hof. vi. 3. John. xvii. 3.— 
2. The effect aſcribed unto it, eſcaping the 
pollutions of the world, does not prove it to 
be an inward experimental knowledge; ſince 
that ſignifies no more than an outward refor- 
mation and amendment of life, which may 
follow upon a notional and ſpeculative know- 
ledge of Chriſt, or an outward acknowledg- 
ment and profeſſion of him:—3. There is 
nothing ſaid of theſe perſons, which ſhew 
that they were partakers of the true grace 
of God, or but what may be faid of ſuch 
that are deſtitute of it ; all the characters of 
them in the context, for they are no other 
than the falſe teachers there deſcribed, ſhew 
them to be very vile and wicked men; they 
don't appear ever to have had any change 
wrought upon them; they ever were no 
other than dogs and ſwine; not only before 
and after, but even while they were under 
a profeſſion of religion, and outwardly ab- 


{tained 
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ſtained from groſs enormities, as the appli- 


eation of the proverb to them ſhews; it is 


happened to them according to the true pro- 
verb, the dog is turned to his own vomit again, 
and the ſoꝛ that was waſhed to her wallowing 
in tae mire, ver. 22. Wherefore the cha- 
racters and caſe of theſe perſons, can never 
be improved into an argument againſt the 

ſeverance of real ſaints, and ſuch as have 
a ſpiritual and experimental knowledge of 
Chriſt. _. 

The Sixth propoſition is, that © Thoſe who 
<« ſee the light of the glory of God in the 
« face of Jeſus Chriſt, and who have been 
ce made partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, of the 
e witneſs and fruits of the ſpirit, may ne- 
ce vertheleſs ſo fall from God, as to periſh 
« everlaſtingly; for the proof of this, we 
are referred to Heb. vi. 4, 5, 6. where 'tis 
faid, the expreſſions uſed are ſo ſtrong and 
clear, that they cannot without groſs and 
palpable wreſting be underſtood of any but 
true believers ®,—But, 1. admitting that true 
believers are meant, the words are only a 


ſuppoſition of their falling away, zf they fall 


- gway, and prove no matter of fact, that 


ever any did; and at moſt are only expreſſive 
of the danger they are in of falling, and of 
the difficulty of reſtoring them, from a par- 
tial fall, a final and total one being prevented 
by the power and grace of God. But ſays 

| | our 
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our author, the apoſtle makes no ſuppoſition 


at all, there is no F in the original; the 


words are in plain Engliſh, it is impaſſible to 
renew again to repentance, thoſe who were 
once enlightened, and have fallen away : but, 
tho' the i or condition is not expreſſed, yet 
it is implied, and the ſenſe is the ſame as if 
it was; an hypothetical or conditional pro- 
poſition may be as truly expreſſed without 
an zf, as with it, as it is here; the words in 
the original lie literally thus, it is impaſſible 
that thoſe. who were once enlightened, 
2 Teapzreolas, and they falling away, to re- 
new them again unto repentance z that is, 
ſhould they fall away, which in plain Eng- 
liſh is, if they fall away; our tranſlators 


have therefore rightly reſolved the participle 


into a conditional verb, as many other lear- 
ned men have done, as Eraſmus, Bega,  Piſ- 
cator, Pareus, and others ; the words are 
indeed in ſome verſions tranſlated without 
the condition, but then in ſuch manner as 
to contain an argument for the perſeverance 
of the ſaints, thus; 2f is 1mpoſeble that any 
that have been once enlightened, and have ta- 
ted of the heavenly gift, — and yet fall away; 
that is, it is impoflible that ſuch ſhould fall 
away; and ſo the Syrzac verſion of the words 
is, 1b is impaſible, &c. NOM? ANN, that they 
ſhould fin again; ſo as to die ſpiritually, or 
loſe the Grace of God; which would require 


the crucifying of Chriſt again, and an expoling 


him 
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him again to open ſhame, things impoſſible 
to be done, and therefore the former ;- for 
according to this verſion, the ſeveral other 
things mentioned are joined to the word im- 
foffible; as that they ſhould be renewed to 
repentance, fo alſo that they ſhould: crucify 
the Son of God and put him to ſhame. — 
But, 2. there is nothing in the characters of 
theſe perſons which ſhew them to be true 
believers; there is nothing faid of their be- 
lieving in Chriſt, or that neceſſarily implies 
it; there is nothing ſaid that is peculiar to 
true believers; they are not ſaid to be re- 
generated by the ſpirit of God, called by the 
grace of God, or ſanctified, or juſtified, or 
adopted, or heirs of God, and meet for the 
inheritance, or ſealed by the Holy Ghoſt, 


or any thing of that kind. — 3. What is ſaid 


of them, is no more than what is to be found 
in many that are deſtitute of the grace of 
God; they might be enlightened, or baptized, 
as the Syriac and Erhiopic verſions under- 


ſtand and render it; or they might be en- 


lightened into the doctrines of the Goſpel, 
and to ſuch a degree as to preach them to 
others, and yet be ſtrangers to the true grace 
of God, and the ſpiritual enlightenings that 
true believers have of their loſt eſtate by 
nature, need of Chriſt, and intereſt in him; 
they might faſte of the heavenly gift, whe- 
ther it be underſtood of a juſtifying righte- 
ouſneſs, remiſſion - of ſins, or. eternal 4 

| 5 26 that 
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that is, they might have. ſome ſpeculative 


notions about theſe things, and deſires after 


them, which might only ariſe from a natu- 
ral principle of ſelf- love, and be deſtitute of 
any inward ſpiritual principle of ; they 
might be partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, not of 
his perſon or ſpecial grace, but of his gifts, 
and that not only ordinary but extraordinary 
alſo, as Dr. Hammond and Dr. Whitby both 
underſtand the phraſe ; they might rale the 


good word of God, in the bare form and 


notion of it, and have a ſuperficial know- 
ledge of, and guſt for it; and yet never have 
felt the effectual power of it upon their 
hearts; and might alſo taſte the powers 'of 
the world to come ; and theſe, whether they in- 
tend the glorious things relating to the ſtate 
of the church after the firſt reſurrection, 
or the ultimate joys and glories of heaven; 
they might have ſome notions of, and make 
ſome natural and ſelf-pleaſing reflections 
on them, without having thoſe foretaſtes 
which are peculiar to the people of God; 
or whether they may intend the Jvvepueis, 
miracles and mighty works done in the 
times of the Meſſiah, the Tews 2 Shy, 
world to come ; which many, as Judas, and 
others, were able to perform, who were 
not true believers in Chriſt, ſee Matt. vii. 
22, 23.—Beſides, 4. theſe perſons ſeem to 
be repreſented by the unfruitful earth, ver. 


8. which bears thorns and briers, and is 
D rejected, 
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rejected, and is nigh unto ike: and its 
end to be burned ; and true believers are 
manifeſtly diſtinguiſhed from them, of whom 
the apoſtle was perſuaded better things, things 
that accompany ſalvation, tho he thus ſpoke 3 
put ſuch a caſe, in the hypothetical and 
conditional form, and which was applicable 
enough to other perſons, tho' not to them, 
wer. 9. ſo that nothing can be fairly conclu- 
ded from hence, againſt the final perſeve- 
rance of the ſaints, 

The Seventh propoſition is, that © Thoſe 
« who live by faith, may yet fall from 
God, and periſh everlaſtingly ; to eſta- 
bliſh which, the paſſage in Heb. x. 38. is 
produced; now the juſt ſhall live by faith, 
but if any man draw back, my ſoul ſhall have 
no pleaſure in him: from whence it is in- 
ferred, that a juſtified perſon that now lives 
the life, that is hid with Chriſt in God, 
may not endure to the end, may draw back 
to perdition, and be atterly caſt off .— But, 
x, one that is juſt or righteous by the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt, or that is truly juſti- 
fied by it, ever remains ſo; he cannot be 
condemned or enter into condemnation, he 
will be eternally glorified ; whom he juſtified, 
them be alſe- glorified, Rom. viii. 30, 33, 34. 
Such whoſe life is hid with Chriſt in God, 
their. life is ſafe and can never be deſtroyed ; 
therefore, when he their life ſhall appear, 
© He they 


Serious Thoughts, p. 20. 


TH 

they ſhall appear with him in glory, Col. iii. 
3, 4. and ſuch who live by faith on Chriſt, 
ſhall never die; for ſo our Lord himſelf 
ſays, whoſoever liveth and beheveth in me, 
Fall never die, John. xi. 26. that is, he that 
lives by faith on Chriſt, ſhall never die fpi- 
ritually, or die the ſecond and eternal death; 
and therefore, ſuch an one can never ſo fall, 
as to periſh everlaſtingly.- 2. Theſe words 
are ſo far from militating againſt the doc- 
trine of the ſaints perſeverance, that they 
greatly eſtabliſh it; for here are manifeſtly 
two ſorts of perſons mentioned; one that 
were rig eh, of faith; that had true faith 
in Chriſt, and lived by faith on him, did 
not draw back to perdition, but went on 
believing to the ſaving af their ſouls, or till 
they received the end of their faith, even 
the ſalvation of their ſouls; of this number 
were the apoſtle, and others with him, in- 
cluded in the word we, and every truly juſt 
and righteous, man. The other were ame- 
Sone, of. the withdrawing or ſeparation.; who 
forſook the aſſembly of the faints, wer. 25. 
withdrew from KF ſociety and communion, 
and apoſtatized from the ways and worſhip 
of God; now. by this diſtinction and oppo- 
ſition between theſe two ſorts of perſons, it 
clearly appears, that thoſe that truly believe, 
do not draw back unto perdition, but con- 
tinue in the faith of Chriſt, and in the true 
worſhip of God, until they are ev erlaſtingly 

D 2 ſaved, 
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faved, which is a firm teſtimony to the final 
rſeverance of the faints ; ſo likewiſe, that 
thoſe that draw back unto perdition, were 
not of the faith, were not true believers, 
nor ever the juſt ones that live by faith ; 
and fo their drawing back or apoſtacy which 
was not from faith. they never had, but 
from their profeſſion of religion they once 
made, is no proof of one that lives by faith 
falling away, ſo as everlaſtingly to periſh. — 
2. It is indeed ſaid, that the text is not 
fairly tranſlated, and that the original runs 
thus; , the juſt man that lives by faith 
draws back, my fout ſhall have no pleaſure 
in bim: ſo making he that draws back to 
refer to the juſt man that lives by faith ; but 
that this cannot be the ſenſe, and fo not 
the true rendering of the words, appears 
from the original text in Hab. ii. 4. from 
whence theſe words are taken ; behold his 
foul which 7s liſted up, is not upright in 
him; which the Greek verſion and the apo- 
ſtle render, , he withdraws, or draws back; 
my ſoul has no pleafure in him: this then 
is the man that draws back, and who is 
oppoſed unto, and diſtinguiſhed from the 
righteous in the following clauſe, but the 
juſt fhall live by his faith : ſo that it is a clear 
caſe; that he that draws back, and the right- 
eous man, are not one and the ſame; and 


' therefore, our tranſlators are to be vindica- 


tec in rendering the words by an adverſative 
El 8 But, 


Las 

but, and in their ſupplement of any nan; 
which is ſupported by the authority of other 
learned men, as Flaccius Hyricus, Beza, Piſ- 
cator, and others; and even Grotius himſelf, 
who was no friend to the doctrine contended 
for, owns the juſtneſs of it, that vis, any 
one, ought to be ſupplied as agreeable to 
the grammatical conſtruction of the words. 
Beſides, could the tranſlation this writer gives 
be eſtabliſhed, which upon a little reflection 
he will eaſily ſee is inaccurate; it only con- 
tains a ſuppoſition of a righteous man's draw- 
ing back, which proves no matter of fact; 
and moreover, tho ſuch a man may draw 
back partially, and ſo as to incur the divine 
diſpleaſure, yet not draw back into perdi- 
tion; for from one that does fo, the juſt 
mah is diſtinguiſhed, as appears from the 
following verſe ; but we are not 6f them that 
draw back unto perdition, &c. which ſeems 
to be mentioned on purpoſe to encourage 
true believers from the doctrine of perſe- 

verance, when ſo many profeſſors were for- 
_ faking their communion, : nit 
The Eigbib propoſition is, that Thoſe 
« that are ſanctified by the blood of the 
© covenant, may ſo fall from God, as to 
« periſh everlaſtingly; in proof of which, 
Heb. x. 29. is produced; en which it is o. 
ſerved ®, that it is undeniably plain, that the 
perſon” mentioned was once fanctiſied hy the 
Publ] 4 2 9 FOTO 207. blood 
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blood of the covenant; that he afterwards 
by known -wilful fin trod under foot the 
Son of God, and hereby incurred a. ſorer 
puniſhment than death, namely death ever- 
laſting ; whence it follows, that one ſo ſanc- 
tified may fall, as to periſh everlaſtingly. 
The ſenſe of the paſſage, and the argument 
upon it, depend entirely upon the meaning 
of the phraſe, ſanctiſed by the blood of the 
covenant ; and of whom it is ſpoxen ; and 
according to the rules of ſpeech, fince the 
immediate antecedent to the relative he, is 
the Son of God, it muſt be he, and not the 
apoſtate that is here intended; and it is 
mentioned as an aggravation of the ſin of 
ſuch a perſon, that counted that blood un- 
holy by which the Son of God himſelf was 
ſanctified, ſet apart, hallowed and conſecra- 
ted, to the diſcharge of that part of his 
8 which lay in interceſſion for 
5 ople, as Aaron and his ſons were by 
the ſacrifices of ſlain beaſts, to miniſter in 
the prieſts- office; it was a moſt grievous 
ſin to treat with contempt ſuch a perſon, 
as not only God the father had ſanctified, 


and ſent into the world, and who had alſo 


ſanctified, and ſet apart himſelf for the. re- 
demption of his people, that they might be 
ſanctified thro the truth; but having offered 
himſelf a facrifice for their. fins, whereby 
the covenant of grace was ratified and can- 


Armed, was thro' the blood of that covenant 
| brought 


from them, or a full one; not a partial one, 


25 J 
brought again from the dead, and declared 
to be the Son of God; and ſo was ſanctified, 
or ſet apart by it, to accompliſh the other 
part of his prieſtly-office, interceſſion for 
his people, to do which he ever lives and 
fits at the right hand of God. And this 
being the ſenfe of the words, it leaves no 
room 'for any argument to be taken from 
hence, againſt the final perſeverance of the 
ſaints. hut, 2. admitting that the words 
are to be underſtood of the apoſtate having 


been ſanctified by the blood of the covenant, 


it ſhould be explained in what ſenſe he had 
been ſo, which this writer does not pretend 
to do, that we might judge whether it is a 
deſcriptive character of a real faint, or no; 


for if it is not, then it is {till nothing to the 


purpoſe. It is not to be underſtood of the 


inward ſanctification of nature, or of the 


heart, for that is by the ſpirit of God; this the - 


Arminians do not ſay: Dr. Whitby himſelf 


owns, it has no.relation to that; yet this is 
what ought to be proved, to make the per- 
ſon to have been a real faint, or a true be- 


lever, - or elſe he can be no inſtance of the 


faints final and total — Nor is it to 
be underſtood of remiſhon of fins, and juſti- 
fication by the blood of Chriſt, as the above 


Doctor interprets it; for either this muſt be 


a partial remiſſion of ſins, and juſtification 


for 
'* 1 Diſcourſe concerning Election, Qc. p. 141, 406. 
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* when God forgives ſins for Chriſt's ſake, 
he forgives all fins, and juſtifies from all 
iniquities ; and if a full one, then even theſe 
heinous ſins. he is charged with, muſt be 
forgiven ; and ſo he ſtood in no need of any 
more ſacrifice for fin, nor could any puniſh- 
ment be inflicted on him for them, nor 
needed he fear any, and eſpecially ſo ſore 
and - ſevere a, one as is here repreſented ; 
wherefore if theſe words are to be under- 
ſtood of an apoſtate, and of his having been 
ſanctified by the blood of the covenant, the 
meaning — be, either that he was ſancti- 
fied and ſeparated from others by a viſible 
profeſſion of religion, had ſubmitted to bap- 
tiſm, and partook of the Lord's ſupper, had 
drank of the cup, he blood of the New Tefta- 
ment or covenant, tho' he did not ſpiritually 
diſcern the body and blood of Chriſt in the 
ordinance, but counted the bread and wine, 
the ſymbols thereof, as common things; or 
elſe that he profeſſed himſelf to be ſanctified, 
or to have his fins expiated by the blood of 
the covenant, and to be fuſtified by it, and 
was looked upon. by others to be ſo, when 
he really was not; and take the ſenſe either 

way, it furniſhes out no argument againſt 
the final perſeverance of the ſaints. 

Thus having gone thro the Eight propo- 
ſitions, laid down by the writer = e Se- 
rious Thoughts, &c. and ſhewn that they are 


without any foundation or authority in the 
4 word 
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word of God, and that the doctrine of the 
ſaints final perſeverance ſtands unſhaken by 
them; I ſhall now proceed to offer ſome 
arguments in proof of it, and to eſtabliſh the 
minds of God's people in it, and ſhall vin- 
dicate ſuch of them as are excepted to by 
the above writer, And, 

Firſt, This doctrine may be concluded 
from the perfections of God: Whatever is 
agreeable to them, and they make neceſſary, 
muſt be true; and whatever is contrary to 
them, and reflects diſhonour on them, muſt 
be falſe. The doctrine of the ſaints final 
perſeverance is agreeable to them, and is 
made entirely neceſſary by them, and there- 
fore muſt be true; and the contrary doc- 
trine, of the falling away of real ſaints, ſo 


as to periſh everlaſtingly, is repugnant to 
them, and reflects great diſhonour on them, 


and therefore muſt be falſe, as will appear 


by the following particulars, 
1. The immutability of God is concerned 


in this affair; I am the Lord, I change not, 


therefore ye ſons of Jacob are not conſumed ® : 
if they were, he muſt change in his love to 


them, and whom he now loves he muſt 
hate; he muſt alter his purpoſes concerning 
them ; whereas, he has appointed. them to 
ſalvation, he muſt conſign them over to ruin 
and deſtruction; he muſt reyerſe his pro- 
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miſes to them, and his bleſſing of grace 
beſtowed on them ; he mult alter the thing 
that is gone out of his lipe, his counſel, and 
his covenant, and be of a different mind 
from what he has been; but he is of one 
mind, and who can turn him? he is the ſame 
to day, yeſterday, and for ever: and, there- 
fore, his ſaints ſhall never periſh ; this is 
inconſiſtent with the unchangeableneſs of his 
nature, will and grace, and would greatly re- 
proach this glorious perfection of his. This 
doctrine makes God changeable, with whom 
there is 20 var:ableneſs nor ſhadow of turning; 
nor can this writer diſprove it; he is indeed 
unchangeably holy, juſt and good, as he ſays ; 
but he is alſo unchangeably loving to his 
people, unchangeably true and faithful, and 
unchangeable in his will, purpoſes, promiſes, 
and covenant; which he would not be, if 
his beloved, choſen and covenant-ones ſhould 

periſh. | 
2. The wiſdom of God is concerned. in 
this doctrine : No wife man that has an end. 
in view, but will prepare and make uſe of 
proper means; and, if in his power, will. 
make thoſe means effectual to attain the 
end, or he will not act a wiſe part: the end 
which God has in view, and has fixed is 
the ſalvation of his people; and is it con- 
ſiſtent with his wiſdom, to appoint inſuffi- 
cient means, or not to make thoſe means 
; effectual 


a Serious Thoughts, p 11, 
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effectual, when it is in his power to do it ? 
which muſt be the caſe, if any of thoſe he 
has appointed to ſalvation ſhould periſh : No, 
as he has appointed the end, ſalvation, he 
has fixed the means, ſanctification of the 
ſpirit, and belief of the truth, which he 
prepares, produces, and makes effectual. 
Where would be his wiſdom to. appoint 
4 men to ſalvation, and neyer fave them; to 
ſend his ſon to redeem them, and they 
never the better for it; to begin a good 
work of grace in them, and not finiſh it? 
No, the wiſdom of God is wonderfully diſ- 
played in this affair, in providing all bleſ- 
ſings for his people in a covenant ordered 
in all things, and ſure; in putting them into 
the hands of his ſon for the ſecurity of 
them; in their compleat redemption by him, 
wherein he has abounded in all wiſdom and 
prudence; and in aſſigning the work of ſanc- 
tification in its beginning, progreſs, and jiſſue, 
to the divine ſpirit, who is equal to it, and 
will perform it. There is no ſearching of his 
underſtanding, hence he giveth power to the 
faint, and to them that have no might he 
increaſeth ſirength.— Wherefore, they ſhall 
run, and not be weary, and walk, and not 
= i faint®* ; ſhall perſevere to the end, and get 

ſafe to heaven and happinels. 
3. The power of God is concerned in 
this matter; ſuch who are the ele# according 
E 2 to 


II. xl, 28,20 3K 
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fo the fore-knowledge of God the father, and 
are begotten again according to his abundant 
mercy, who have a lively hope of a glorious 
inheritance, theſe are hep? by the power of 
God thro faith unto ſalvation?; they are 
kept as in a garriſon, as the word uſed ſig- 
nifies; they are ſurrounded with the power 
of God; he is a wall of fire round about 
them, to protect and defend them, and to 
offend their enemies; as the mountains are 
round about Jeruſalem, ſo is the Lord round 
about his people, from henceforth, even for 
ever, Wherefore they that truſt in the Lord, 


ſhall be as mount Zion, which cannot be re- 


moved, but abides for ever* : and this power 
of God is continually employed in the pre- 
ſervation of his people, he beeps them nigbt 
and day, leſt any hurt them*; they are kept 
in, and thro' a courſe of believing unto the 
end; and their faith is as much ſecured and 
preſerved by the power of God, as their 
perſons are, who performs the work of faith 
with power, as well as begins it; they are 


kept by it unto, and till they come to com- 
pleat ſalvation in heaven; their whole ſpirit, 


ſcul, and body, are preſerved blameleſs, to the 


coming of our Lord Jeſus, and ſafe unto his 
heavenly kingdom * : and therefore, fince the 


power of God 1s fo ſtrongly engaged for 


them, they cannot fall, ſo as to perith ever- 
SE "M _ laſtingiy. 


LON 1. 2,2, 5 ech. ii. 5. , 2, 
I. xxvu. 3. al. . 23. 2 Tim, iv. 18. 


LE. 
laſtingly. The writer I have to do with 
owns, that ©* undoubtedly fo are all they, 
© (kept by the power of God) who ever 
« attain eternal falvation ; it is the power 
« of God only, and not our own, by which 
« we are kept one day or one hour.” Now 
there are not any real ſaints, who are not kept 
by the power of God, and do not attain 
ſalvation ; and it lies upon him to ſhew how 
the falling away of ſuch, ſo as to periſh 
everlaſtingly, is conſiſtent with the words 
of the apoſtle Peter referred to, as he ſays 
it is, or with their being kept by almighty 
power. | | 

4. The goodneſs, grace, and mercy of 
God, ſerve to eſtabliſh this truth; his good- 
neſs endures for ever; his mercy is from 
everlaſting to everlaſting, on them that fear 
him *; the mercy of God as it is free and 
ſovereign, plenteous, boundleſs and infinite, 
ſo it is ſure, permanent and perpetual ; thoſe 
that are once the objects of it, are always ſo, 
and therefore, can never periſh ; 2t 7s of the 
Lord's mercies we are not conſumed, becauſe 
His compaſſions fail not; which they would, 
ſhould any of his be conſumed and periſh. 
Can it be thought that that God who 1s 
gracious and merciful, abundant:in goodneſs 
and truth, pardoning iniquity, tfanſgreſſion, 
and ſin, that he who has begotten men again, 
according to his abundant mercy, and — 

| ne 
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he is rich in it, and for his great love to 
them, quickers 3 when dead in treſpaſſes 
and fins, and after all ſuffer them fo to 
fall, as to periſh everlaſtingly ? no, as the 

Plalmiſt ſays, the Lord will perfed? that 
which concerneth me, the work of grace upon 
his heart, his whole falvation ; his reaſon for 
it is, thy mercy O Lord endureth for ever: 

hence follows a prayer of faith, for ſake not 
the work of thine own bangs * ; God will 
not. | 

5. The juſtice of God requires that thoſe 


ſhould be and eternally ſaved, for 
whoſe fins Chriſt has died, for which bs has 


made ſatisfaction by ſuffering the punith- 


ment due unto them; it is contrary to the 
juſtice of God to puniſh fia twice, pnce in 
the ſurety, and again in the redeemed, 
Chriſt is a ſurety for; and yet this muſt be 
the caſe, if true believers in Chriſt, for 
whom Chriſt ſuffered and died, ſhould ever- 
laſtingly periſh ; for to periſh everlaſtingly, 
is the ſame as to be puniſhed with everlaſt- 


ing deſtruction, 


6. The truth and faithfulneſs of God, ſe- 
cures the final perſeverance of the ſaints ; 
his counſels of old are faithfulneſs and truth v; 
whatever he has appointed ſhall be perfor- 


med, be & Faithful that has promiſed* ; and 


will make good whatever he has ſaid : and, 
whereas there are many things he has i227 
reſpecting 


EPL cxyxvili. 8. 7 If, xxv. 1. 2 Heb. x, 23. 
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reſpecting the perſeverance of his ſaints, his 


faithfulneſs is engaged to fulfil them; God is 


faithful by whom they are called to the fellows 
ſhip of his ſon, to confirm them to the end, 
that they may be blameleſs in the day of our 
Lord Feſus* : and tho he ſuffers them to be 
afflicted and tempted, yet he is faithful, who 
will not ſufjer them to be tempted above that 
they are able to bear, but will with the temp- 
tation alſo make a way to eſcape * : and thoſe 
whom he ſanctifies, ſhall be preſerved unto 
the coming of our Lord Jeſus, faithful is he 
that has called them, who alſo will do it; and 
the ſame Lord is faithful, who ſhall ftabliſh 
and keep his people from evil“: but if any of 
theſe ſhould periſh everlaſtingly, where is 
his faithfulneſs? we may be aſſured there- 
fore they ſhall not periſh, for he will never 
ſuffer his faithfulneſs to fail*: nor is there 
any condition annexed to thoſe declarations 


and promiſes ; the conditions this wrirer © 


ſuggeſts, are not of God's making, but of 


his own forging. 

Secondly, The final perſeverance of the 
ſaints, may be concluded from the everlaſt- 
ing love of God unto them. Thoſe who are 
once the objects of God's love, are always 
{o; his love to them in every ftate and con- 


dition into which they come is invariable 
and 


2 1Cor.1.8, 9. d Ib. x. 13. © 1 Theſſ. v. 23, 24. 

2 Theſſ. iii. 3. P. IXxxix. 33. e Serious Thoughts, 
p-. 11, 12. £ | 
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and unalterable ; it is conſtant, permanent, 
perpetual, and for ever : God loves his peo- 
le with the ſame love he loves his ſon, and. 
therefore it will always continue; and if it 
always continues, it is impoſſible they ſhould 
ever periſh ; can a man periſh everlaſtingly, 
and yet be the object of everlaſting love: 
the love of God to him muſt ceaſe, or he 
can never periſh, but that never can ; God 
always reis in his love to his people; it is 
more immoveable than Hills and mountains, 
they may depart, but his loving kindneſs 
never ſhall, that is from everlaſting to ever- 
laſting; I have loved thee, faith the Lord f, 
201th an everlaſiing love, therefore with loving 
kindneſs have I drawn thee : but it is ſaid s, 
this © ſimply declares God's love to the. 
% Jeuiſb church; be it fo, whatſoever 
things were written afore-time, were written 
for our learning, that we thro" patience and 
comfort of the ſcriptures might have hope b. 
The Jeroiſb and chriſtian church are loved 
with the ſame love; ſaints under the goſpel- 
diſpenſation are not leſs loved, than under 
the legal one; if the Few/b church was 
loved with an everlaſting love, then much 
more the chriſtian church, and believers in 
it, ſince their privileges are greater ; and if 
the bleflings of goodneſs beſtowed on the 
Fewiſh church, by which the Lord drew 


and 


Eye. xi. 5, Serious Thoughts, p. 7. * Rom. 
xv. 4. 
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and engaged them to himſelf, . were evidenced 
of his everlaſting love to them ; then ſurely 
the bleſſings of the new (covenant beſtowed 
upon faints under the preſent diſpenſation, 
and particularly, the Lord's drawing them 
by powerful and efficacious grace in conver- 
ſion to himſelf, and to his fon, muſt be 
evidences of his everlaſting love to them; and 
therefore, they cannot everlaſtingly periſh, 
becauſe from his love they can never be ſe 
rated; for Jam perſuade 4 ſays the apoſtle; 
that neither death, nor liſe, nor 2 nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things preſent, 
nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor 
any other creature ſhall be able to ſeparate us 
from the love of God, which is in Chrift Nas 
our Lord: which words do not merely de- 
clare the apoſtle's full perſuaſion of his own 
perſeverance at that time, as our author® 
ſuggeſts; for he does not ſay, ſhall not ſepa- 
rate me, but us, and expreſſes his full per- 
ſuaſion of the perſeverance of all faints, 
whether they themſelves had the full aſſu- 
rance of faith, or no; even of all the elect 
of God, againſt whom no charge can be 
laid, - becauſe God 'has' juſtified them, and 
on whom no condemnation can come, be- 
cauſe Chriſt has died for them, and whoſe 
ſalvation is ſure and certain, becauſe he ever 
lives to make interceffion for them, and had 
made them more than conquerors over all 
F their 
Rom. viii. 38, 39. + Serious Thoughts, p. 12. 
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their enemies ; and therefore, nothing can 
obſtruct their eternal happineſs, or the bring- 
ing of them ſafe- to glory, Rom. viii. 33, 34, 
e 

Thirdly, This doAtine of the Glas final 
perſeverance, may. be eſtabliſhed from the 
counſels, purpoſes, and decrees of God; 
particularly the decree of election, which 
/tands ſure, not upon the foot of works, but 

n the will of him that calleth\, which is 
unalterable and irreverſible. - I take it for 
granted, that there is ſuch a decree, by 
which God has choſen and appointed ſome 
men to everlaſting ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt ; 
this writer may diſpute it with me if he 
pleaſes. My argument upon it is this, it 
God has. choſen ſome men to eternal life by 
Chriſt, and any of thefe ſhould everlaſtingly 
periſh, then the purpoſe of God according 
to election concerning them, would not 
ſtand; but his counſel ſhall ſtand, and he 
will 45 all his pleaſure m; for who, or what, 
can diſannul his purpoſe? as he has thought, 
fo ſhall it come t paſt, and as he has pur- 
poſed, fo ſhall it ſtand; and therefore, they 
thall not periſh. Divine predeſtination to 
life, and eternal glorification are inſeparably 
connected together; the former infallibly ſe- 
cures the latter, and all the intermediate 
grace and means leading to it; n be did 
predeſtinate, tÞem he alſo called, and whom he 
2 | C alled, 


Rom. ix. 11. * Ii, xlvi. 10. a Ch. xiv. 24, 27. 


* 

called, them he alſo juſtiſiod, and whom he 

juſtified, them he 06 glorified. | 
Fourthly, This truth will receive further 

ſtrength, from the conſideration of the co- 


venant of grace, made with the elect in 


Chriſt, before the world began; which is 
ordered in all things, with all bleſſings and 
promiſes, as well to provide for, and ſecure 
the certain perſeverance, and eternal ſalva- 


tion of the perſons in it, as to promote the 


glory of God; and it is ſure, all the bleſſings 
and promiſes of it, and the ſalvation in it, 
are ſure to all the ſeed, to all the covenant- 


ones; it is a covenant of peace, that can 


never he removed; ſooner may rocks, hills, 


and mountains, be removed than that; 3. 


has the oath of God annexed to it, and 
the faithfulneſs of God is engaged to fulfil 
it; who ſays e, I abi not ſuffer my faithful- 


neſs to fail, my covenant will I not break, nor 


alter the thing that is gone out of my lips; 
once have I fworn by my holineſs, that I woill 


not he unto David. Which covenant does 


not relate wholly to David and his family, 


literally underſtood, but to our Lord Jeſus 


_ Chriſt, the ſon and antitype of David, and 
who is ſometimes called David himſelf ; 
this is he, whom the Lord found in his in- 


finite wiſdom to be a proper Saviour of loſt 
ſinners ; this is the mighty one, on whom 
"y laid the help of his people ; this is he, 


F 2 whom 
7 Rom. viii. zo. u Pf. IXXxix. 33, 34. 35. 
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vy hom he choſe out from among them, and 
—— to be, and inveſted with the office 
of the Mediator, to whom he promiſed all 
help and aſſiſtance as man; this is his firſt- 
born, he has made higher chan the kings of 
the carth, and whoſe ſpiritual ſeed and off- 
ſpring call endure for ever; all which can 
never. be ſaid of David and his family, in a 
literal ſenſe. Nor was this covenant a con- 
ditional, one; there is no condition either im- 
plied or expreſſed, on the failure of which 
God failed David, altered the thing that had 
gone out of his. mouth, and broke the co- 
venant of his ſervant; all which is without 
truth affirmed 2: ſooner may the covenant 
with day and night be broken, than this 
covenant with David. Indeed, in the latter 
part of the plalm, ſome. objections are made 
to the everlaſting love of God to his Son, to 
the immutability of his covenant, and the 
certain performance of it, taken from the 
ſufferings and death of Chriſt, and his con- 
tinuance under the power of the grave, 
when the faith and hope of his people were 
almoſt ſunk and gone, fee Luke xxiv. 21. 
and when it ſeemed to them, being under 
the prevalence of unbelief, that the covenant 
made with Chriſt was made void: But ſhall 
the unbelief of men make the faith of God 
of none effect? who ſhall we believe, God 
that lays „ my n 1 a0 not break; my 
Woe 18 
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his people in unbelieving frames; - ſaying, hn 
bal made void the covenant of thy ſervant 8 - 
not the latter, but the former. - Beſides; 
theſe perſons whom the pfalmiſt repreſents, 


emerged out of their temptation, S, 


and unbelief, when they ſaw the Lord riſen 


from the dead, and triumphing over death, 
and the powers of darkneſs, having obtained 
eternal redemption for them; wherefore the 

pſalm is cloſed: with expreſſions of joy and 
thankfulneſs; blefjed be the Lord: toe euer 
more, amen, and amen. Since therefore the 
covenant of grace can never be broken and 
made void, thoſe who are intereſted in it 
can never periſh everlaſtingly; ſooner may 
the heavens above be meafured, and the foun- 
dations of tbe earth be ſearched, than that all, 
or any of the ſpiritual ſeed of Iſrael, and of 
the antitypical David be caſt off, ſo as to 
periſh, and be loſt eternally. ' Tac: 
Fifibiy, This may be further concluded 
from the ſpecial and particular promiſes 
made in this covenant, and which ſtand on 
divine record, relating to the perſeverance 
of the faints ; and theſe are fo many, that to 
name them all, would be to tranſcribe great 
part of the ſcriptures ; as that the Lord will 
eſtabliſh and keep his people from evil; will 
confirm them to the end, and preſerve them 
ſafe to his kingdom and glory *; that he will 

aſe uphold 


r Jer. xxxi. 35, 36, 35, and xxxiii. 20, 21. CY Cor. 
i. 8. 1 TheſG i. 2. 2 Tim. iv. 18. ; 
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uphold” them with the right hand of his 
righteouſneſs, that they ſhall not be utterly 
caſt down; that the righteous ſhall hold 
on their way, and ſhall grow ſtronger and 
ſtronger * ; that he will put his fear into 
their hearts, and they ſhall never depart 


from him”; with a multitude of others of 


the ſame import, which are all yea, and 
amen, in Chriſt Jeſus : and "theſe promiſes 
are abſolute and unconditional; tis indeed 
ſaid *, that in many the condition is expreſ- 


fed, and in others implied; but let it be 


named what the condition is, that is either 


expreſſed or implied in the above promiſes;/ 


and let the condition be what it will, it will 
be no difficult thing to prove that it is either 
Elſewhere abſolutely promiſed by the Lord, or 
undertook by Chrift, or will be performed 
by the Spirit of God, in, and upon the Lord's 
people; ſo that their perſeverance is not at all 
affected with it: That famous promiſe, 7 
will never leave thee nor forſake thee, applied 
to New Teſtament- believers, Heb. xiii. 5. 
which, as it is an inſtance of a promiſe 
made to a particular perſon, belonging to all 
the ſaints in common, and of one being 
made to a ſaint under the Old Teſtament, 
Joſbua, belonging to thoſe under the New 
Teſtament, ſo it is not a conditional ane, as 


"© If. x1. 10. Pf. xxxvii. 23, 24. v Job. xvii. 9. 
fer. xxxii. 4. Serious Thoughts, p. 12, | 


[4x ] 
is aſſerted ?; fo far is any condition from 
being expreſſly mentioned in it,” or along 
with it, that that which is ſaid to be ſo, is 
ſtrongly enforced by this abſolute and un- 
conditional promiſe; and tho' it is recited to 
encourage in things temporal, yet alſo may 
be, and is accommodated. to things ſpiritual; 
and is of uſe with reſpect to ſuch things, as 
appears from the inference deduced from it z 


fo that we may boldly ſay, the Lord 4s our 
belper, and I will not fear what man ſhall do 


unto me; no, nor devils neither: And, if 
God will never leave his. people in time nor 
eternity, as the phraſe takes in both, then 
they cannot periſh everlaſtingly : now, ſee- 
ing the promiſes of God to his people are 
free; abſolute, and unconditional, - and he: 1s 
able to perform them, and his faithfulneſs 15 
engaged to do it, there is all the . reaſon in 
the world, to believe he will; and, if he 
will, and does make good theſe promiſes to 
them, it is impoſſible they ſhould ſo fall, as 
to periſh everlaſtingly. | : "\ 

S$:xthly, This may be further argued from 


ſeveral acts of God's grace towards his peo- 


ple, which are of ſuch a nature, as aſcertain 

their ſure and everlaſting ſalvation; and, 

beſides his acts of election of them, and 

making a ſure covenant with his Son on 

their account, before mentioned, and the 

putting of them into the hands of his Son, 
3 with 
Serious Thoughts, p. 22. 
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more hercaſtery the followin 8 ones may de 


obſerved. 
1. The adoption of them into his amity: 


Predeſtination to it is according to the good 
pleaſure of God's will, and does not ariſe 
from, or depend upon any merit, motive, 
or condition, in the adopted; the covenant 
in which God takes men into this relation is 


ahſolute and unconditional; it runs thus, I 


will be a. father" 10 you, and ye fhull be my ſons 
and daughters*>all obſtructions are remo- 


ved, and way is made for the reception of 


this bleffing thro* the redemption of Chriſt ; 
the-power and privilege 'of it is a gift of his, 
and his ſpirit bears witneſs to it, hence cal- 
led the ſpirit of adoption; and ſuch wWho 
chus become the children of God, always 
temain ſo; they that are of the houſhold of 
God, ' are no more ran gers and fore: Jners, 
they abide in his howſe and family for ever, 
and are never caſt out; if "ſons, no more 
ervants, but heirs of Gal, and Joint-heirs 


with Chriſt,- and hall enjoy the- eternal in- 
. heritance reſerved for them *-; and, there- 


fore, cannot. periſh everlaſtingly. To ſay as 


our author does b, that “ he who is a child 
© of God to-day, may be a child of the 


ce devil to-morrow,” is a moſt vile expreſ- 


ſion, and reflects 18 difhonour on that 
manner. 


ee 9, Joh. vill. 35. Gal. iv 
b Serious Thoughts, p. 23, 24. 


. 
manner of love, the Father has beſtowed on 
men, that they /hould be called the ſons of 
God; his reaſon for it is weak and ground- 
leſs: That a believer to-day, may be an 
* unbeliever to-morrow, ſeeing he may make 
* ſhipwreck of faith, and ſo no longer a 
* child of God; but what, tho' a blaſphe- 
ming heretick may make ſhipwreck of the 
doctrine of faith, which is all that can be 

roved from the inſtance referred to, does it 
follow .that a true believer can make ſhip- 
wreck of the grace of faith? no, he cannot: 
beſides, adoption does not depend upon faith ; 
it is not faith that makes men the children 
of God, but is what makes them manifeſt, 
or makes them appear to be fo; it is the 
free ſovereign grace of God, which puts 
them into this relation, and keeps tham 
there, and therefore, they ſhall never periſh. 
2. The juſtification of them by the righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt. Such who are juſtified, 
can never be unjuſtified, or be removed from 
the ſtate of juſtification, in which they are, 
into a ſtate of condemnation, but always re- 
main righteous perſons, thro” the righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt, imputed to them; the righte- 
ouſneſs by which they are juſtified is an 
everlaſiing one; the ſentence of juſtification 
paſſed upon them, 'can never be reverſed by 
man or devil ; if God juſtifies, who can 
| $99 777 "7" 
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bring a charge of any avail ?. who or what 


can condemn ? there is no condemnation to 


them that are in Chriſt, and are cloathed 


with his righteouſneſs ; they are paſſed into 
juſtification of life, and ſhall never enter 
into condemnation; they have a right to 


eternal glory, thro' the juſtifying righteouſ- 


neſs of Chriſt, and ſhall enjoy it; between 
their juſtification and glorification there is an 
inſeparable connexion: bam he juſtified, 
them he alſo glorified, Rom. viii. zo, 33> 34- 
Wherefore, thoſe that are righteous in- the 
judgment of God himſelf, as all ſuch are 
whom be juſtifies by the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, e potly ſo fall, as to periſh 
everlaſtingly. 

2 "T0 — of. their fins by che blood 
of Chriſt. . Thoſe for whom Chriſt has ſhed 
his blood, for whoſe fins he has made ſa- 
tisfaction by his ſacriſice; theſe God pardons 


for Chriſt's ſake; and theſe he forgives all 


treſpaſſes; he heals al/ their diſeaſes, and 
forgives all their iniquities“; not one fin of 
theirs. is left unſatisfied for by Chriſt, or un- 
pardoned by the Lord ; — io, then all the 
{ins they ever fall into, or are guilty of, are 
pardoned ; and conſequently, never ſo fall, 
as to periſh everlaſtingly : For, is it poflible 
for à man to go to hell, and perith eternally, 
with the pardon of all fins? it is impoſlible ; 
What thould he, what can he periſh — 
when 


Col. ii, 1 3. P. ciii. 3. 
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when all his ſins are ſatisfied for and for- 
given? i a 1 
Seventhly, This truth may be proved by 
the love of Chriſt to his ſaints, his care of 
them, what he has done and does for them, 

their intereſt in him, and relation to him. 
1. The love of Chriſt to them. They 
are the objects of his everlaſting love; before 
the world was, his delights were vith theſe 
ſons of men, and have continued ever ſince; 
as his incarnation, ſufferings, death and in- 
terceſſion ſhew. He loves them as his father 
loved himf* ; and therefore, his love to them 
muſt be very great, permanent and laſting, 
yea everlaſting ; and indeed, nothing can ſe- 
parate from 1t*: And therefore, ſuch who 
are intereſted in it, can never periſh ever- 
laftingly ; having loved his own which were 
in the world; he loved them unto the end h. 
This the writer! I am concerned with un- 
derſtands of the apoſtles only, and of Chriſt's 
loving them to the end of his life, and not 
theirs; to which may be replied, that all 
the apoſtles were not his own in a ſpecial 
ſenſe, one of them was a devil, and was 
the devil's, and was not the object of Chriſt's 
ial love, nor did. he love him to the 
end; and befides, were the apoſtles the 
only perſons that were his own? had he, 
and has he no ſpecial property in others 
| "OC 2a" alſo? 


© Prov, viii. 31. f John. xv. . 5 Rom. vii. 3 52 
> John, xiii. 1. Serious Thoughts, p. 14. 
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alſo? certainly he has; who are equally the 
objects of his love as they were, and are 


loved by him, not to the end of his life on 


earth. only, but to the end of their lives, 
even for ever, to all eternity; which is the 


ſenſe of the phraſe uſed: for to underſtand 


it only of Chriſt's life as man on earth, is a 


moſt trifling ſenſe; it makes the love of 
Chriſt to be only an human affection, and 
to laſt no longer than he lived; whereas, 
Chriſt loves his not merely as a man, but as 
a divine perſon, and the Saviour of men; 
and loves them as much now he is in 
heaven, as when on earth ; as his advocacy, 


interceſſion and preparations for them there 


ſhew. Moreover, eis re., which we tran- 
late 7 the end, may be rendered continually, 
as in Luke xvii. 5. for ever; in which ſenſe 
it is uſed by the Septuagint, in Pſ. ix. 6, 18. 
and xliv. 23. and anſwers, to an Hebrew 
word, which ſignifies for ever; and ſo the 
text in John is rendered by the Ethiopic ver- 
ſion, he loved them for ever. 

2. Thoſe who are the objects of Chriſt's 
love, are given unto him Fe the Father, as 
his portion and inheritance, and to be kept 
and preſerved by him: And will he loſe his 
portion, his jewels, when it is in his power 
to keep them? He will not; he will kee 
them as the apple of his eye; they ſhall be 
mine, ſays he, in the day when I make up my. 
Jewel. and I will ſpare them, as 4 man 


n | . 


[ 47 ] 
ſhareth bis only ſon that ſerveth him* : when 
they were given to him by his Father, it 
was with ſuch a charge, with ſuch a decla- 
ration of his Will, that of all aubich he gave 
him, he ſhould loſe nothing, but ſhould raiſe 
it up again at the laſt day!; which Will he 
perfectly obſerved ; thoſe that thou gaveſt me 
I have kept, and none of them is loſt but the 
fon of perdition m. It is indeed ſaid, the 
« phraſe, 7hoſe that thou gaveſt me, ſignifies 
_ =o (if not in moſt other places too) 
the twelve apoſtles, and them only; and 
ce that one of thoſe whom the Father had 
« given him, did not perſevere unto the 
« end, but periſhed everlaſtingly * ;” and fo, 
is rather againſt than for the doctrine of 
perſeverance : To which I anſwer, that what 
in the paſſage and throughout the chapter is 
ſpoken of the apoſtles, is not ſaid of them pure- 
ly as ſuch, but as believers in Chriſt, and the 
diſciples of him, and ſo in common belongs 
to all in that character; and, if ſuch a fal- 
lacy can take place, once and again obſerved 
by our author, that what ſpiritual things are 
ſaid of the Jeuiſb church under the Old 
Teſtament, and of the apoſtles in the New, 
muſt be reſtrained to them and them only, 
there will be little left for the ſaints to build 
their faith and hope upon: beſides, it is a 
moſt clear caſe, that others beſides the apo- 
ſtles are meant by this phraſe, in that chapter 


where 
& Mal. iii. 17. John vi. 39. m Ch. xvii. 12, 
a Serious Thoughts, p. 15. | 
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where it is ſo much uſed ; more are meant by 
the many the Father had given him, ver. 2. to 
more than the apoſtles had Chriſt mani- 
feſted his Father's name, ver. 8. ſuch as are 
given him by the Father are oppoſed to the 
whole world, and diſtinguiſhed from them; 
and even all that the Father had are claimed 


by him as his, by virtue of this gift, and for 


whom he prays, ver. 9, 10. and it is cer- 
tain, he prayed for more than the apoſtles ; 
even for all them that ſhould believe in him 
thro' their word, ver. 20. as for Judas, the 
ſon of perdition, it does not appear, tho he 
was an apoſtle, that he was among thoſe 
that were given him by the Father; he is 
diſtinguiſhed from them in the very paſſage, 


and is oppoſed to them: For, e un, but, is 


not exceptive, but adverſative; and the ſenſe 
is, that none of *thoſe that were given to 


Chriſt in a way, of ſpecial grace were loſt, 


but the ſon of perdition, who was not given 
to him in any ſuch way, he was loſt; and 


fo, is no inſtance of the apoſtacy of ſuch 

who were given to Chriſt; for of every one 

of theſe at the great day, he will fay, Sebold 
T and the children which God hath given nc. 

3. Theſe fame perſons were put into the 
hands of Chriſt for ſafety and preſervation, 

even as early as the everlaſting covenant was 

made with him; yea he loved the people, all 
As ſaints are in thy hand” : hence they 5 

8 . .1al 


3 | 5 10 Heb. TR 13. ; P Deut, xxxiii. 3. 
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ſaid to be preſerved in Chrift Jeſus, as the 
effect of their being ſancti ed, or ſet apart 
by God the Father in election, and previous 
to their being called 1 effectually by grace; 
ſo they were preſerved thro the fall of Adam, 
tho' not from it, and in their _nature-ſtate, 
till called to be ſaints, where they remain 
ſafe and ſecure; they are ſet as a ſeal on his 
heart, and as a ſeal on his arm; they are 
engraven on the palms of his hands, and 
their walls are continually before him , they 
are a crown of glory, and a royal diadem in 
his Hand, and can never be removed from 
thence ; they are called the ſheep of bis 
hand*, from whence none can pluck them; 
1 give unto them, ſays Chriſt*, eternal hfe, 
and who or what then can hinder: them of 
it ? and they ſball never periſh ; who dare ſay 
they may or ſhall, when Chriſt fays they 
ſhall not? either ſhall any man pluck them 
out of my hand; Tis, not any one man or 
devil, nor they themſelves ; nor is there any 
condition expreſſed in theſe words, or in the 
context, on which the fulfilment of them 
depends; hearing Chriſt's voice and follow- 
ing him, are not conditions of theſe promi- 
les, as is ſaid ; but deſcriptive of the ſheep 
of Chriſt in his hand, and are plain N 
4 ſude, ver. 1 r Cant. viii. 6. If, xlix. 16. and Ixii. 3. 


© Pſ. xev. 7. * John. x. 28. 2g, Serious Thoughts, 
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of their od; which is in the ſtrong- 
eſt manner inſured to them by theſe words 
of Chriſt, and ſtill more confirmed by the 
following; my Father which gave them me is 
greater than all, and no man is able to pluck 
them out of my Father's hands. I and my 
Father are one. | 
They that are loved by Chriſt, given 
him by his F ather, and put into his hands, 
are redeemed by him, and are the purchaſe 
of his blood, and therefore, can never pe- 
riſn; ſhould they, it muſt be either for 
want of ſufficiency in the price paid for 
them, or of power in Chriſt to keep them; 
neither of which can be faid: The price of 
Chriſt's blood is a ſufficient and effectual 
price for them ; gal he is able to keep them 
and will; he will never loſe the purchaſe of 
his blood ; ſhould he in any one inftance, 


His death would be ſo far in vain; nor could 


it be ſaid, that the pleaſure of the Lord has 
proſpered in bis hand, or that he ſees of the 
travail of his ſoul, and is ſatisfied® : but our 
author fays*, horreſco referens, enough to 
make a man ſhudder to read it; © if the 
« Oracles of God are true, one who was 
e purchaſed by the blood of Chriſt, may go 
<« thither, (that is, to hel) for he that was 
& ſanctified by the blood of Chriſt, was 
2 3 by the blood of Chriſt, and 


« ſuch an one ny nevertheleſs go to hell:“ 


The 
II. liti, 10, 11. * Serious Thoughts, p. 23. 


LE 4 
The affertion is bold and ſhocking, and 
ſtands upon a miſtaken ſenſe of the paſſage - 
in Heb. x. 29. as has been ſhewn before, 
and is without any foundation in the oracles 
of God. | 
5. Thoſe whom Chriſt loves, were given 
to him, and for whom he died, for them 
he ever lives to make interceſſion; in which 
he is always heard, and therefore, they can- 
not periſh : in particular he prays for their 
perſeverance ; he prays for them, that their 
faith fail not; that God would keep them 
thro' his name, that they might be one; that 
he would keep. them um the evil of the 
world, and that they might be with him 
where he 1s, to behold his glory; and now as 
he himſelf ſays to his father, I know that 
thou heareſt me always: if he is always 
heard, and his interceſſion is prevalent and 
effectual in all things, for which it is made, 
then it is impoſſible that thoſe for whom it 
is made, ſhould periſh everlaſtingly ; and, 
beſides, ſhould they, his preparations of man- 
ſions of glory for them in his father's houſe, 
would be in vain, John. xiv. 2, 3. | 
6. There is a cloſe and inſeparable union 
between Chriſt and the faints, which effec- 
tually ſecures them from a final and total 
falling away, or ſo as to periſh everlaſtingly; 
he is the head, and they his body; they are 
members of his body, they are the Jaun, of 
| H | ine 
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[ 52 | 
bim that filleth all in all!; and, if any one 


member, even the leaſt, ſhould periſh, they 
could not be ſaid to be his fulneſs; nay, they 


that are joined to the Lord, are not only 


one body, but one ſpirit with him; they 
have their life from him, it is hid with him, 
and ſecured in him; becauſe he lives, they 


foall live alſo; their life is bound up in the 


bundle of liſe with his-; ſo, that as Luther 


faid, / nos ruimus, ruit & Chriſftus, if we 


fall, Chriſt muſt fall too. They are laid on 


a foundation that is ſure ; they are built on a 
rock, againſt which, the gates of hell can 


never prevail; and from whence, all the 


Winds and waves and floods of their own cor- 
ruptions, ſatan's temptations, and the world's 
rſecutions can never remove them *. _ 
Eigbibiy, The doctrine of the ſaints final 
perſeverance, may be concluded from the 
Spirits work of grace upon their hearts, 
from his inhabitation in them, and from his 
being the earneſt of their inheritance, and 
the ſealer of them unto the day of re- 
demption. | | 

1. From his work of grace upon their 
hearts. The grace that is wrought in them 
by him, is a ſced which remaineth, and 
therefore, the man in whom it is, cannot ſin, 
that is, the ſin unto death, or ſo as to periſh 

ever- 


1 Eph. i. 23. 


® x Cor. vi. 17. Col. iii. 3. John xiv. 19. 
1 Sam. xxv. 29, 9 


Matt. xvi, 18. and vii. 24, 25. 
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everlaſtingly ; the ſeed he is born of is in- 
corruptible, immortal, and never dies ; the 
grace which is put into him, is à well o 
water ſpringing up into everlaſting life; eter» 
nal life is the certain fruit and effect of it; 
grace and glory are inſeparable things; to 
whomſoever God gives grace he gives glory b. 
The ſeveral graces of the Spirit are abiding 
ones, particularly faith, hope, and love; and 
now abideth faith, hope, charity, theſe three: 
love, tho' the firſt ardour of it may be aba- 
ted; and fir/?-love may be left, it cannot be 
loſt; it may wax cold, yet can't be extin- 
guiſhed; many waters cannot quench it; no- 
thing can ſeparate from the love of Chriſt *; 
as not from Chriſt's love to his people, ſo 
neither from theirs to him, ſo that it is en- 
tirely gone : No, in the worſt of times, 
under whatſoever darkneſs, defertion, tem 
tation or affliction, a believer is, ſtill Chriſt - 
is the object of his love; as the caſes of the 
church in Canticles, and of Peter ſhew : 
hope is an anchor ſure and ſtedfaſt, being 
caſt on Chriſt the foundation, from whence 
it can never be removed*; and faith is that 

race, which is much more precious than 
gold that periſbeth s; and what gives it its 


H 2 ſuperior 
Þ 1 John. iii. 9. 1 Pet. i. 23. John iv. 14. Pſ. Ixxxiv. 11. 
5 3 Cor 13. 4 Cant. viii. 7, Rom. viii. 35. 
e Cant. iii. 1, 2, 3. John. xxi. 17. f Heb. vi. 19. 


S i Pet. 1. 7. 
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ſaperior excellency is, becauſe it does not 
periſh itſelf : Chriſt is the author and finiſher 
of it, he prays for it that it ail not“, and 
performs the work of it with power: Salva- 
tion is annexed to it, and inſeparably con- 
nected with it; he that beheveth ſball be 


ſaved; nay, it is ſaid that ſuch an one 


hath everlaſting life; is entred upon it, does 
in ſome ſenſe poſſeſs it, has the foretaſte, 
earneſt, and pledge of it: And that he is 
paſſed from death to life, and ſhall not come 
unto condemnation *; and therefore, cannot 
periſh everlaſtingiy. But our author ſays , 
the plain meaning is, he that believeth, 
if he continue in the faith, Hall be ſaved. 
But this is an interlineation of his ; and to 
interline a record is felony ; and what crime 
muſt that man be guilty of that interlines 
the record of heaven, the great charter of 
our ſalvation, the will and teſtament of our 
heavenly Father, confirmed by Chriſt the 
teſtator ? Beſides, he that believes ſhall con- 
tinue in the faith; there is no , or doubt 
to be made of it; he 25 Al them that believe, 
or goes on believing to the ſaving ofthe ſoul, 
till he receives the end of. his faith, even the 


ſalvation of his fou! ®; or otherwiſe it could 


only be ſaid he may be ſaved : and moreover 


the phraſe, he ſhall be ſaved, aſcertains his 


continuance 
h Heb. xii. 2. Luke. xxii. 32. 1 Mark xvi. 16. 
* John v. 24. Scrious Thoughts, p. g. m Heb. 


1 kes. 9. 
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continuance in the faith, as well as his ſal- 
vation. But then it is urged“, that by 
« all the rules of ſpeech,” the other part of 
the ſentence muſt mean, he that does not 
« believe at this moment hall certainly and 
« inevitably be damned.” To which I re- 
ply; that there is a great difference between 
faith and unbelief, or between a believer and 
an unbeliever at the preſent moment; the one 
is certainly final, the other may not be final: 
he that truly believes this moment goes on 
to believe, and ſhall certainly be ſaved; he 
that does not believe this moment may be- 
lieve hereafter, and ſo not be damned: or 
take the anſwer in other words, more in the 
language of ſcripture ; he that believeth hath 
everlaſting life, now, this moment, and ac- 
cording to the tenor of the Goſpel, he ſhall 
be certainly and inevitably ſaved; he that be- 
lieveth not, according to the tenor of the law, 
ſhall not ſee life, but the wrath of God abid- 
eth on him; even now, this moment, and 
he ſhall be certainly and inevitably damned, 
unleſs God of his grace beſtows faith on 
him; and then he is openly entitled to what 
is in the other declaration, he that believeth 
ſhall be ſaved. Upon which every indivi- 
dual believer may thus argue, whoever be- 
lieves ſhall be ſaved ; I believe, and there- 
fore I ſhall be faved, and not periſh ever- 
laſtingly. | 

2. 


a Serious Thoughts, p. 8, 9. e ſohn. iii. 36. 
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[ 56 ] 
2. In whomſoever the Spirit of God works 
the good work of grace, in them he takes 


up his reſidence ; they are his temples” in 


whom he dwells, [ent 1n theſe he dwells for 
ever: 1 will pray the Father, ſays Chriſt 7, 


and he ſhall give you another comforter, that 


he may abide with you for ever; and if he 
abides with them for ever, then they cannot 
everlaſtingly-periſh ; he is that anointing they 
have received of Chriſt, which abideth in 
them v, from whence they are denominated 
chriſtians, and by which they continue ſuch ; 
and it is by virtue of his inhabitation and 
abiding in them, that their mortal bodies 
ſhall be quickned and raiſed, and be brought 
into a ſtate of immortality and bliſs *. 

. The Spirit of God not only continues 
iti the hearts of his people, but he continues 


there as an earneſt of their inberitance, which 


enſures it to them ; for as ſure as they have 
the earneſt, and which they have from God 
himſelf, and is no other than the Lord the 
Spirit, ſo ſure ſhall they have the whole; 
and if an earneſt makes things fure and 
certain among men, it muſt needs do ſo 
between God and his people. Moreover, 
the Spirit is the ſealer of them until he 
day of redemption * ; until their bodies are 
redeemed from the duft of death, from mor- 


tality and the grave. He has ſet his oo 
| 0 Wan 


? John xiv.. 16. 4 x, John. ii. 27. © Rom, 
Vii. 11. * Eph. i. 13, 14. and iv. 30. | | 
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and mark upon them, which can never be 
broken or eraſed; and aſſures them of their 
ſalvation, and bears witneſs to their ſpirits, 
that they are the children of God, and ſo 
heirs of him, and joint-heirs with Chriſt ; 
but of what avail would this earneſt, ſeal, and 
witneſs be, if they ſhould eternally periſh ? 


But from hence it may be moſt aſſuredly ga- 


thered that they never ſhall. 

Mintbiy, From all that has been ſaid it 
clearly appears, that the glory of all the 
three perſons in the Godhead, Father, Son, 
and Spirit, is concerned in this affair, and 
they muſt loſe it if this doctrine is not true; 
or if the ſaints ſhould everlaſtingly periſh, 


where would be the Father's glory in elec- 


tion, in the covenant of grace, and in the 
miſſion of his Son? Where would be the 
glory of the Son of God in the redemption 


of his people, in his ſacrifice and ſatisfaction, 


and in his interceſſion for them? And where 
would be the glory of the divine Spirit in 
the ſanctification and ſealing of them, if 
after all this they periſh everlaſtingly ? For 
all depends upon their final perſeverance 
and. compleat ſalvation. And therefore we 


may be aſſured, that fince the ſaints are 


held with this threefold cord, which can 
never be broken, their final perſeverance is 
certain, and their everlaſting ſalvation ſure. 
Tenthly, The contrary doctrine takes away 
the foundation of a believer's joy and com- 
fort; it makes the love of God n 
C 


+. 3 Tb 


the covenant of grace failable ; the redemp- 
tion and ſatisfaction of Chriſt inſufficient ; 


and the work and graces of the Spirit loſe- 
able; and fo, muſt conſequently fill the 


minds of the children of God with great 
doubts, fears, and diſtreſſes, if not deſpair, 
fince their ſtate and condition is ſo very pre- 
carious ; what comfort can a believer take 
in his preſent circumſtances, if they are 


ſuch, as by a ſingle act of fin, to which he 


is liable every moment, he may be removed 
from a ſtate of grace into a ſtate of condem- 
nation; and, notwithſtanding all the favours 
beſtowed on him, and promiſes made unto 
him, and grace given him, he may periſh 
everlaſtingly ? but this writer I have been 
conſidering tells * us, that his comfort is not 
affected hereby; it does not ſtand upon this, 
but upon his preſent knowledge, ſight, faith, 
frames, and a good converſation ; and bids 
men go and find a more ſolid joy, a more 
bliſsful comfort on this fide heaven. But 
bleſſed be God, we have a better foundation 
for joy and comfort than all this; the true 
believer, tho he lives by faith, he don't live 
upon it; he lives“ by it as Eſau did by his 
Word; he did not live upon it, that would 
have been hard living indeed, but he lived upon 
what it brought him ; ſo a believer lives not 
on his faith, but upon Chriſt, and the grace 


of Chriſt, faith brings nigh unto him. He 
| has 


Serious Thoughts, p. 19, 20. Gen. XXxvii. 40. 
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has better things than uncertain precarious 
frames to live upon, and receive his comforts 
from; even the unchangeable love of God; 


fulneſs of God, who, tho' we believe not, 

yet he abides faithful M abſolute and uncon- 

_ ditional promiſes ; Jeſus Chriſt, the ſame to 

day, yeſterday, and- for. ever ; his precious 

\ blood, perfect righteouſneſs, atoning facri- 

fice, and that fulneſs of grace which is in 
him. 

To conclude : If a man may be confident 

of any one thing in this world, he may be con- 

dent of this very thing, that in whomſoever, 

whether in himſelf, or in any other, God 

hath begun a good work, he will perform it 


the true ae of God ſhall be ſaved in the 
Lord with an everlaſting ſalvation"; and that 
not one of them ſhall eternally periſh. 


w 2 Tim. ii. 13. * Phil. i. 6. Y If, xlv. 17. 
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until the day of Teſus Chriſt * ; and that all 
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the unalterable covenant-of grace ; the faich- | 
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